ACMG Foundation for v
= Genetic and Genomic Medicine

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Kathy Moran, MBA
Kkmoran@acmg.net

The ACMG Foundation for Genetic and Genomic Medicine Presents the 2020 ACMG
Foundation/David L. Rimoin Inspiring Excellence Award to
Thelma Alessandra Sugraiies, MD

BETHESDA, MD - March 18, 2020 | The ACMG Foundation for Genetic and Genomic
Medicine is proud to present the 2020 ACMG Foundation/David L. Rimoin Inspiring
Excellence Award to Thelma Alessandra Sugrafies, MD for her platform presentation,
“Age of First Cancer Diagnosis and Survival in Bloom Syndrome.”

Dr. Sugrafies is a first-year medical genetics resident at the Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center and New York Presbyterian Hospital /Weill Cornell Medical College. She
received her medical degree from the University of Texas Health Science Center in
Houston and completed a residency in pediatrics at New York Presbyterian Hospital/Weill
Cornell Medical College. During her pediatrics training she observed the great impact that
genetic conditions had on patients she cared for, which led her to pursue a career in
medical genetics. Her current research interest is focused on monogenic cancer
predisposition syndromes, particularly Bloom syndrome and other DNA repair disorders.

The David L. Rimoin Inspiring Excellence Award was created in memory of the late Dr.
David L. Rimoin, one of the founders of the American College of Medical Genetics and
Genomics (ACMG) who passed away in 2012. Dr. Rimoin touched the lives of generations
of patients as well as trainees and colleagues. The award is a cash award given to a
selected student, trainee or junior faculty ACMG member whose abstract submission was
chosen for a platform presentation to be given at the ACMG Annual Clinical Genetics
Meeting.

Upon receiving the award, Dr. Sugrafies said, “I'm so honored and grateful to be the
recipient of the David L. Rimoin Inspiring Excellence Award. I had known that Dr. Rimoin
was the first president of ACMG and the winner of multiple awards throughout a long and
distinguished career. It was only later, when discussing him with my genetics colleagues,
that I learned of his reputation as a master clinician, his tireless devotion to his patients,
and his generosity toward colleagues and trainees. For me, this award will always be a
source of inspiration to continue Dr. Rimoin’s legacy of leadership, intellectual
engagement, and compassion for his peers, his patients and their families.”

“Dr. Rimoin set an example for us all in his commitment to training the next generation of
medical geneticists. We are proud to recognize his many contributions to training with
this award,” said Bruce R. Korf, MD, PhD, FACMG, president of the ACMG Foundation for
Genetic and Genomic Medicine.
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Dr. Ann Garber, Dr. Rimoin’s widow, said, “With her outstanding research, focused on
monogenic cancer predisposition syndromes, the Rimoin family is excited to recognize Dr.
Thelma Alessandra Sugrafies for her work, which offers a greater understanding of the long-
term survival of individuals with Bloom syndrome. We are delighted to congratulate Dr.
Sugrafies and support her valuable contributions to medical genetics with the David L.
Rimoin Inspiring Excellence Award.”

About the ACMG Foundation for Genetic and Genomic Medicine

The ACMG Foundation for Genetic and Genomic Medicine, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, is a community of supporters and contributors who understand the
importance of medical genetics and genomics in healthcare. Established in 1992, the ACMG
Foundation supports the American College of Medical Genetics and Genomics (ACMG)
mission to “translate genes into health.” Through its work, the ACMG Foundation fosters
charitable giving, promotes training opportunities to attract future medical geneticists and
genetic counselors to the field, shares information about medical genetics and genomics, and
sponsors important research. To learn more and support the ACMG Foundation mission to
create “Better Health through Genetics” visit acmgfoundation.org.

Note to editors: To arrange interviews with experts in medical genetics, contact ACMG
Senior Director of Communications and Public Relations Kathy Moran, MBA at
kmoran@acmg.net.
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